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What to know about Abilene's 
proposed 'sanctuary city for the 
unborn' ordinance 
 

By Brian Bethel 
Abilene Reporter-News 
 

Abilene voters will consider making the city a “sanctuary city for the unborn” in the Nov. 8 election. 

The ordinance, which is 18 pages, sets up a sweeping set of rules that would declare abortion murder, 
affect private businesses' insurance coverage and allow for civil suits against those who help someone 
get an abortion, even if they travel out of the state. 

The item was brought before the Abilene City Council on April 28 after advocates attempted multiple 
times to convince council members to place it on a regular agenda. 

The council, in a 4-3 decision, voted to send the ordinance, sponsored by a petition of more than 6,500 
verified signatures, to voters. 

Because of the city’s charter, the text of the sprawling ordinance can not be altered by as much as a 
single word. It took 36 minutes to be "read" in a video presentation at the April meeting. 

The sanctuary city ordinance is the work of Mark Lee Dickson of Right to Life of East Texas, who has 
shepherded the movement since its beginning, and attorney and former Texas Solicitor General 
Jonathan F. Mitchell. 

Mitchell and state Sen. Bryan Hughes crafted the state's so-called "Heartbeat Act" in 2020, which bans 
abortion after about six weeks. 

 

What does the sanctuary city ordinance say? 

The text of the ordinance states that life begins at conception, that "abortion is an act of violence that 
purposely and knowingly terminates an unborn human life" and that unborn human beings are "entitled 
to the full and equal protection of the laws that prohibit violence against other human beings." 

The ordinance further states Texas never repealed its pre-Roe v. Wade statutes, and that the Legislature 
has "reaffirmed the continued existence and validity" of those statutes. 
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Those laws define abortion as a criminal offense unless to save the life of a mother and impose "federal 
criminal liability on anyone who 'furnishes the means for procuring an abortion knowing the purpose 
intended,'" as well as anyone who "aids or abets an abortion performed in violation of Texas law." 

 

What about Roe v. Wade? 

Written before the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent decision that rolled back abortion rights to states, the 
ordinance says that while Roe v. Wade and subsequent cases “temporarily limit(ed) the ability to state 
officials to impose penalties on those who violate Texas abortion statues,” they did not veto or erase the 
statutes themselves." 

Those will continue to exist as Texas law "until they are repealed by the Legislature that enacted them.” 

“The state’s temporary inability to prosecute or punish those who violate its abortion statutes on 
account of Roe v. Wade does not change the fact that abortion is defined as a criminal act under Texas 
law,” the Abilene ordinance says. 

It states the city of Abilene should “supplement" state prohibitions with its own, and empower city 
officials and private residents to enforce those prohibitions “to the maximum extent permitted by state 
law and the constitution.” 

“To protect the health and welfare of all residents within the city of Abilene, including the unborn, the 
city finds it necessary to outlaw abortion under city law, to outlaw acts that aid or abet abortions and to 
establish penalties and remedies as provided in this ordinance,” the text says. 

 

'An act of murder' 

The "Declarations" portion of the ordinance states Abilene "to be a sanctuary city for the unborn" and 
that abortion is "at all times and all stages of pregnancy … an act of murder unless the mother's life is in 
danger." 

It declares abortion-inducing drugs as "contraband," with possession of them within the city limits to be 
unlawful. Abortion-inducing drugs are defined as mifepristone, misoprostol and "any drug or medication 
that is used to terminate the life of an unborn child.” 

Items such as birth control devices, oral contraceptives are not defined as such – and the term also does 
not include drugs or medications possessed or distributed “for a purpose that does not include the 
termination of a pregnancy,” or Plan B morning after pills or emergency contraception. 

It declares any person who furnishes the means for procuring an abortion, knowing the purpose 
intended, or who otherwise aids or abets an abortion performed in Texas” to be a “criminal and a felon 
subject to prosecution and imprisonment” unless the abortion is “procured or attempted by medical 
advice for the purpose of saving the life of the mother.” 

 

'Investigate and prosecute' 



The ordinance "urges the district attorneys of Taylor and Jones counties to investigate and prosecute 
any individual or organization that 'furnishes the means for procuring' an elective abortion or otherwise 
aids or abets" such. 

Those would include: 

• Employers and insurers who arrange for coverage of abortions in Texas; 
• People and organizations that provide transportation to or from an abortion provider; 
• People and groups who knowingly pay for another person's abortion in Texas; 
• Individuals who knowingly donate money to abortion funds and abortion assistance 

organizations that aid and abate abortions performed in Texas; and  
• People or organizations that offer or provide "abortion doula" services in Texas. 

The ordinance states the "city of Abilene urges all of its citizens to regard those who perform or assist 
elective abortion as criminals consistent with the abortion laws of Texas and to report those criminal 
activities to the relevant district attorneys for investigation and criminal prosecution." 

It also states that any official of the city of Abilene who becomes aware that an employer is aiding or 
abetting abortions by providing coverage in an employee benefits package must report that to the 
district attorneys of Taylor and Jones counties for criminal prosecution, and that any person, other than 
an officer or employee of a state or local government entity in Texas, may bring a civil action in state 
court against any person who violates various sections of the ordinance. 

 

Brian Bethel covers city and county government and general news for the Abilene Reporter-News. If you 
appreciate locally driven news, you can support local journalists with a digital subscription to 
ReporterNews.com. 
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