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Contact other views
All articles, except those labeled “Editorials,” reflect the personal opinions of the
writers and not the Abilene Reporter-News. Readers are encouraged to partici-
pate in Other Views, which appears every Sunday.
Letters to the Editor must be signed and include the writer’s address and phone
number. Please type or print legibly and keep letters to 250 words or less. Letters
may be edited for taste, clarity or length. Please limit submissions to one per
month. Mail to Letter to the Editor, Abilene Reporter-News, P.O. Box 30, Abilene,
TX 79604. Send email letters (including the writer’s street address and phone
number) to PublishMe@reporternews.com.
The Reporter-News accepts guest columns of about 450-700 words on a variety
of topics. Submissions should be typed, doublespaced, and include the writer’s
name, address and phone number. Please include a head shot. Mail to Guest
Column, Abilene Reporter-News, P.O. Box 30, Abilene, TX 79604.

OTHERVIEWS DANNY REAGAN SAYS ... “Women and minorities will be the key. If they don’t get out to vote ...
we’re stuck with those despicable guys. Some pundits have said the election in November will
be for the ‘soul of Texas.’ That may be a little dramatic ... it will mean a whole lot more in 2024.”

As a former homeowners association president, I
am aghast at the conduct of the Department of Justice
and the FBI over the recent raid on the home of past
president Donald Trump.

Also, as a student parliamentarian, sound judg-
ment would refer to the duties of officers concerning
the transfer of records while transitioning leadership.
The leadership to which I refer is Attorney General
Merrick Garland, Judge Bruce Reinhart and FBI Direc-
tor Christopher Wray. 

Could they not find a less public way to settle a dis-
pute over records?

Incoming board members and officers should ex-
pect a list of files (digital and hardcopy) received from

the outgoing officer and both should be asked to sign it.
If not, the burden of injury is a failure of process, not a
scapegoat of contention. 

If there are regulations concerning privileges and
restrictions about classified documents, matters can
be handled as a matter of oath or standing rules of rec-
ords beyond the term of office.

The readers should also read and decide for them-
selves what the Declaration of Independence says
about corrupt powers. What does tyranny look like? 

Our Founders said, “Our repeated petitions have
only been answered by repeated injury.”

This raid and the congressional House clown court
do not represent fair-minded men nor honorable and
just judges but of repeat of injury, envy, hate and jeal-
ousy. They also show their hypocrisy and prejudice by
not investigating nor arresting Nancy Pelosi, Hunter
Biden and Hillary Clinton for their more than equal ac-
cused abuse of powers. 

There is no other explanation. Hence, the DOJ and
FBI, as government agencies deserve to be replaced. If

not, defunded and calls for resignations of its leader-
ship for their improper actions. Of course, the recent
bill passed on party-line vote does not serve the best
interest of all Americans. They are a threat to our being
a nation of laws which take much more than 50%; and
they threaten our national security by their double
standard.

If you don’t believe me; do the math. 
First, assume the FBI knows what document(s) to

look for.
Secondly assume 15,000 pages, then put 30 qual-

ified agents in a room to review them at 2 minutes per
page. 

That equals 17 hours (two days) to find what they
are looking for. Therefore, a charge should be available
within three days … reasonable cue process is for all.
This raid constitutes as an act of unreasonable search
and seizure.

The media, however, will not take sides because
they are puppets of power not students of justice.

Douglas Offermann lives in Abilene.

FBI shows bias in raid of Trump’s home
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From the global pandemic and the ongoing war in
Ukraine to Chinese threats to Taiwan, the United
States faces an unprecedented supply chain crisis.

The crisis continues to not only hurt our national
economy but imperil our national security and create
shortages of everyday products for Americans and
businesses.

Semiconductors that power our most basic technol-
ogy are in short supply. Car prices are skyrocketing
due the lack of computer chips available to produce
new vehicles. Everyday Americans are feeling the con-
sequences of American manufacturing moving over-
seas over the past several decades.

As Gov. Greg Abbott pointed out in a recent Fox
Business interview, “The country made a mistake over
the past one or two decades to farm out manufacturing
of all these essential supplies whether it be now semi-
conductors or health-care supplies that we needed
during the time of COVID … We need to not depend
upon China or other countries for our essential needs.”

The Abilene Chamber of Commerce agrees.
And that is why when a company has a choice be-

tween investing in Texas or anywhere else, we must
ensure they always choose Texas. The Lone Star State

must never be reliant on another country, particularly
and adversary for basic or advanced technological
needs.

Texas is a unique state that offers an abundance of
oil, quality of life amenities, and cutting-edge technol-
ogy to ensure we’re proud local producers of the neces-
sities Texans and Americans need for everyday life. 

That is why it is important to incentivize the next
wave of manufacturing, energy production, and the
strategic production of everyday goods here, on our
own soil.

During the next legislative session, our lawmakers
have an incredible opportunity to develop a new, mod-
ern and transparent economic development program
that can help to solve the supply chain and shortage
crisis, all while creating new capital investments in
our communities, giving our children greater opportu-
nities and local schools additional resources. 

A program to attract investment to Texas can incen-
tivize further grid reliability, energy security and pro-

duction of everyday goods in our own backyard.
One of Texas’ previous economic development pro-

grams, known as Chapter 313, expires at the end of the
year. Now is the time for a fresh start and for new ideas
to create opportunities for our communities and ce-
ment our economic independence.

And time is of the essence.
Other states and nations are competing fiercely to

land large projects such as Great Lakes Cheese, Lanci-
um and Primal Pet Group. Competitive incentives
were instrumental in Texas winning these projects
and we have a unique opportunity to develop a new
economic development program to remain in the
game.

Reclaiming global manufacturing dominance is im-
perative to our national security, our supply chain, and
our energy security. And as the nation’s economic
leader, that work starts here, in Texas.

Doug Peters is president and CEO of the Abilene
Chamber of Commerce.
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During the next legislative session, our lawmakers have an incredible

opportunity to develop a new, modern and transparent economic development

program that can help to solve the supply chain and shortage crisis, all while

creating new capital investments in our communities, giving our children

greater opportunities and local schools additional resources. 

Those damn, dirty liberals!
At it again.
They weren’t satisfied over the past century or so

with securing women and Blacks the right to vote or
ending segregation. Creating Medicare and Social Se-
curity didn’t satisfy them. Civil Rights Act? Voting
Rights Act? Hah! No, those didn’t slow their evil ways.
They even had to go and force us to consider clean air
and water for our descendants.

And now, those ungodly Senate Democrats passed
the Inflation Reduction Act, which will tax individuals
and corporations who haven’t been paying their fair
share. 

And get this, it also eases some prices at the phar-
macy and tries to slow global warming.

I don’t know about you, but I’m just about fed up.
Earlier, if not for those brave Republicans in the

Senate, we’d have to deal with an amendment that
caps insulin at $35. 

And don’t sell them short. It was extremely coura-
geous on the part of the 43 Republicans who blocked it,
since 10 of the states with the highest percentage of
diabetics are red - West Virginia, Alabama, Mississip-
pi, Louisiana, Tennessee, South Carolina, Arkansas,
Kentucky, Oklahoma and Texas.

But at least they “Owned the Libs.” And really, at the
end of the day, isn’t that all that matters? That’s what
their supporters will remember, instead of another

vote that doesn’t help them in the slightest.
The fearlessness of some intrepid Republicans

knows no bounds. Some want to do away with Social
Security and Medicare and, of course, force 10-year-
old rape victims to give birth.

Don’t know if you noticed the sign above the stage
at the recent CPAC (Conservative Political Action Con-
ference) in Dallas. It read: “We are all domestic terror-
ists.” I’m not kidding.

That’s all kinds of crazy. “Ha, we’ll show those liber-
al punks. We’ll own ourselves!”

They’ve been radicalized to believe democracy is
the new evil, and they are patriots for trying to destroy
it.

What I don’t get is how level-headed, educated Re-
publican politicians could get in bed with the Trump-
ers and QAnons who think the far-left attacked the
Capitol and stole the presidential election. To them,
Democrats are “a group of Satan-worshiping, canni-
balistic elites who run a child sex ring and are trying to
control our politics and media.”

That little FBI soiree at Mar-a-Lago has energized
the T’s (Trumpers), and even before that the Q’s
weren’t showing any signs of slowing down, according
to some polls. 

About 20% of Americans believe the Satan-wor-
shipping story. They obviously cannot think for them-
selves, and attach themselves to every new lunatic
idea that comes out of their imperious social media
pipelines - especially if it includes attacking people
who are not like themselves.

To those people, “liberal” means you are a Bush Re-
publican “or worse.” And, naturally, that means you’re
definitely a communist because that’s what moder-
ates are. That’s how far they’ve reset the measure of

the Liberal-Moderate-Conservative spectrum.
Democrats, of course, aren’t above reproach.
Like some Republicans, they also care only about

their agenda or their lobbyists.
I’m convinced a good portion of people who run for

Congress only are interested in gaining power and get-
ting rich … and that supersedes the needs of their con-
stituencies.

In the 13 times I’ve voted for president, I’ve check-
marked five Republicans, five Democrats and three In-
dependents. I never have voted a straight ticket in any
election, but I am so mad right now I might do that this
November.

There’s an outside chance Gov. Greg Abbott could
be defeated in November by that communist Beto
O’Rourke. 

And maybe even Abbott’s fellow Trump boot-lick-
ers Dan Patrick and Ken Paxton could lose as well. You
know, like there’s an “outside chance” Putin will win
the Nobel Peace Prize.

Needless to say, women and minorities will be the
key. If they don’t get out to vote for their rights, we’re
stuck with those despicable guys. Some pundits have
said the election in November will be for the “soul of
Texas.” That may be a little dramatic for 2022, but it
will mean a whole lot more in November 2024.

But even if Texas maintains the status quo by sup-
porting men who treat women and minorities as sec-
ond-class citizens, I will cling to one thought until my
state regains its spirit of freedom and justice: No part
of my grown daughters’ bodies are property of the
state of Texas.

And if that makes me a damn, dirty liberal, I’ll own it
with pleasure.

Danny Reagan lives in Potosi.

Sometimes you gotta ‘own’ what you gotta ‘own’
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