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IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE TEXAS TRAVEL INDUSTRY

Preliminary estimates show $36.9 billion in lost economic impact due to the pandemic
through the first nine months of 2020 compared to the prior year. By calendar quarter,
travel spending was down -1.7% in Q1, -47.4% in Q2 and -34.1% in Q3 statewide. Local
economic effects could vary considerably across the state. Economic impact estimates for
travel in calendar year 2020 at the state and local levels will be available in April 2021.

Read more.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER AT HENDRICK HEALTH
EXPLAINS UNDERLYING HEALTH CONDITONS AND
COVID-19

Why does COVID-19 seem to have a more adverse affect on some people with
underlying, or pre-existing, medical conditions?

That term has been used with frequency since Taylor County officials first reported
confirmed cases in March. 

"COVID affects pretty much every organ system within our body. So any organ system
that you can have problems with with an underlying condition will make COVID worse,"
said pediatrician Dr. Rob Wiley, chief medical officer for Hendrick Health System. 

People with underlying conditions who contract COVID-19 are at greater risk of having a a
more severe illness, he said in a video statement released Friday by Hendrick.

A more severe illness can lead to hospitalization, admittance to ICU, being placed on a
ventilator or death, he said.

Watch video.

ABILENE HOSTS ANNUAL BIG COUNTRY VETERANS DAY
PARADE

On Saturday morning, members of the Abilene community gathered in downtown Abilene
for the annual Big Country Veterans Day Parade.

“I think this means a whole lot to the veterans, that we get this recognition for our time
served. We spend all these years, we give it all we can, and it’s nice that the community
can give back and recognize that,” said veteran and parade organizer Victor Bruns.

https://www.abilenechamber.com/
https://www.travelstats.com/storyboard
https://www.reporternews.com/story/news/2020/11/06/hendrick-doctor-rob-wiley-explain-tie-between-covid-19-underlying-health-issues/6189994002/
https://abilenescene.com/advertise-in-abilene/chamber-digital-advertising/
https://abilenescene.com/abilene-open-houses


Veterans traveled from all over the state of Texas to join in on the celebration. Bruns says
he is hoping next year more veterans will be able to participate.

“We had a lot of participants that had to play it safe and stay home. Hopefully, we’ll have a
better plan and we’ll have COVID under control next year, and hopefully, we’ll have a
parade twice the size next year,” said Bruns.

Director of Taylor County Veterans Services Bryan Massey says organizing this parade
gave him the chance to salute these veterans in a way they will never forget.

Read more.
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WHAT WE'RE READING

For First-Generation Student Celebration, Abilene Christian
student reflects

"(My parents) never forced me to go to college," Mendoza said. "They just
said, 'Education will give you an easier life. If you want to go for that, we
support it.'

Read more.

Business Ideas That Will Emerge Out of the Pandemic

Search, shopping and social trends can show savvy entrepreneurs where the
next big business idea lies.

Read more.
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You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.
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NOV 10 PARTNER WEBINAR: ESTABLISH YOUR ONLINE ADVERTISING STRATEGY
WITH FACEBOOK Facebook Trainer Lizzy Forzley will explain how to define your online
advertising goals with clear objectives, reach your target at the right time and place and
measure the ad campaign's success. Learn how Facebook Marketing tools, such as
Facebook Business Pages, Facebook Stories, Boosting, Ads Manager Video and more,
can help small businesses grow. Register here.

NOV 13 HOW TO GET YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS ON GOOGLE SEARCH AND MAPS
FOR FREE SBDC ABILENE in partnership with Grow with Google. The event is from 11
AM - 12 PM CST. Register here.

NOV 17-19 CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE: BUSINESS SOLVES
A virtual event —held in conjunction with the 21st annual Citizens Awards—about
confronting the extraordinary economic and health challenges caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, as well as the call for inclusion and equity that has swept our communities and
workplaces into a new era, all while trying to build a more sustainable world. Discussions
will focus on how business will lead through our recovery and chart a resilient path
forward, working hand in hand with cross-sector partners to help our communities emerge
stronger. Featured speakers will include Blackrock CEO Larry Fink, Khan Academy
founder & CEO Sal Khan, Ad Council President & CEO Lisa Sherman, and more Register
here.

NOV 20 ENERGY AND ECONOMY CONFERENCE The Federal Reserve Banks of
Dallas and Kansas City will host their fifth joint energy conference on November 20
virtually. Leading energy experts will join Dallas Fed President Robert Kaplan and Kansas
City Fed President Esther George in conversation about the state of the energy sector, the
outlook for global oil and gas markets, opportunities and risks of the global energy
transition, challenges in energy finance, and the changing U.S. energy landscape.
Register here.
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