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DYESS MEMORIAL PARK WINS UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE DESIGN AWARD

The Chamber’s Military Affairs Committee is proud to announce the Dyess Memorial Park
has won the 2020 Installation and Mission Support Center Honor Award for the United
States Air Force best design in the Air Force.

Typically awarded to a military installation, this Air Force award is significant to Abilene
due to the fact that it was awarded to our community.

“The Dyess Memorial holds a special place in my heart,” said Greg Blair, AEP Texas and
Military Affairs Chair. “This memorial is an excellent representation of how the military and
community can come together to create a space, in a very thoughtful way, to honor the
fallen.” 

Read more.

AUTO INDUSTRY ON ROAD TO RECOVERY FROM
PANDEMIC

COVID-19 has sent shockwaves through every part of the economy, including the
passenger-vehicle market. After a series of disruptions in March and April that coincided
with the widespread viral outbreak in the U.S., the auto industry has entered a recovery
period, though its path forward remains uncertain.

The greatest initial concern for the industry during the pandemic was the threat of supply
shortages. The virus first appeared overseas, where factories producing parts and
equipment shut down. COVID-19 broadly hit the U.S. in March, its impact spreading
across the market.

Vehicle manufacturers reacted by closing or slowing operations and laying off or
furloughing workers. Dealer activities diminished, and consumer demand plummeted. U.S.
vehicle transactions in April were down 53 percent from prior-year levels, according to
AutoCount market reports by Experian, best known for its credit reports (Chart 1). This
decline was consistent for both new vehicles (down 51 percent) and used ones (down 54
percent). Vehicles financed in April 2020 were 48 percent below April 2019 levels, while
leases were down 61 percent.

Read more.
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SERVICE

Employees at Abilene’s First Financial Bank had the day off Monday, but many of them
were still working outside of the office.

Employees lent a helping hand to several Key City nonprofits Monday as part of the
bank’s annual Day of Service.

Volunteers completed a lot of the same work they have in years past, but this year the
message behind the painting, shoveling, and hauling held more weight.

“Giving back is probably the best thing you could do right now,” said Sierra Mathison at
First Financial Bank in Abilene.

Read more.

TAYLOR COUNTY BARS REOPEN WEDNESDAY

Judge Downing Bolls is opening bars in Taylor County. Beginning tomorrow bars,
breweries and similar establishments will be able to serve customers at 50% capacity.
Governor Greg Abbott announced last week that he would allow local judges to determine
whether or not to open bars-as long as the county’s hospital capacity is below 15%. Judge
Bolls says bar owners will have to enforce certain rules in order to operate during this
time. “You can’t be up walking around inside a bar. You’ve got to be seated. six feet of
separation,” Judge Bolls noted. “You can’t stand at the bar where you’re in close proximity
to everybody. Those distance requirements are very important.” Bolls said the requirement
to remain seated applies to patrons inside the bar. The requirement to maintain six feet of
separation applies even to those who are outside. The Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission will monitor compliance with COVID-19 regulations. 
Judge Bolls says if Taylor County is able to keep its COVID-19 numbers and
hospitalizations manageable he hopes bars will be able to expand capacity in the coming
weeks. Bolls says it will be up to owners to make this reopening successful.
Taylor County health officials are currently tracking 719 active cases of the coronavirus. 27
patients are hospitalized with COVID-19 in the county. (Source: KACU)

Reserve this space here.

WHAT WE'RE READINF

8 Simple Ways to Retain Your Best Employees
.

One of the best ways to keep your company growing is to retain core talent.
Here are eight ways to keep your best employees on board.

Read more.
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6 Tips for Adapting Your Leadership Style in the Post-COVID
World

COVID-19 has changed what business leadership looks like, now and for the
foreseeable future. Smart leaders are adapting their strategies to this new
work environment.

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

OCT 14: DBE—DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE CERTIFICATION PRO-
GRAM THROUGH TXDOT Want to learn how to qualify your small business as a DBE
with the Texas Department of Transportation?? Join the Northwest Texas PTAC as we
present this informative webinar that begins with an overview of the program, talks about
the advantages of being certified, discusses the qualifications for certification, and talks
about the documentation needed to complete the application. Register here.

OCT 14: TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISON: LUNCHTIME LIVE! Unemployment
Claims: General Overview for Employers, Unemployment Taxes: Chargeback and
Reimbursing Employers, Best Practices for Maintaining a Safe Workplace, Payroll Tax
101 discussion. Register here.

OCT 15: THLA THLA Attorneys will discuss the latest Governor’s order that will go into
effect on October 14, 2020. Register in advance for this meeting. Register here.

OCT 21: THE SERVICE CONTRACT LABOR STANDARD STATUTE The service
contract act was enacted in 1965 to ensure that service workers are paid established
wage rates and benefits for the work being performed. Join Northwest Texas PTAC,
Senior Field Advisor, Mark Snyder as he provides you with a general understanding of the
Service Contract Labor Standard Statute. You’ll learn about the prevailing wage, how to
search beta.sam.gov wage determination section, conformances, collective bargaining
agreements, and other topics applicable to this Act. Register here.

OCT 28: KOPRINCE LAW—5 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW: FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT CONTRACTING Join Koprince Law and the Northwest Texas PTAC as Managing
Partner, Matt Schoonover provides you with a general understanding of the advantages of
being a small within the realm of Federal Government Contracting. You’ll learn about set-
aside contracts, sole source contracts, and goal setting requirements. Register here.

Reserve this space here.
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