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TAYLOR CO. RELEASES EARLY VOTING TIMES,
LOCATIONS

The Taylor County Elections office has released the times and locations for early voting.

Early voting begins Oct. 13 at 8 a.m. and runs through Oct. 30 until 9 p.m. at most
locations.

To see when and where you can vote early and learn more about the voting process, click
this link to find a list of locations and times or visit taylorcountytexas.org.

INCOMES FELL IN AUGUST, BUT THE STORY ON INCOME
IS COMPLICATED

Analysts have been watching income closely as the pandemic winds on, and government
support wanes. Last week, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) reported personal
income fell 2.7% in August after rising 0.5% in July. It fell 1.2% and 4.2% respectively in
June and May.

https://www.abilenechamber.com/
https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/dont-miss/taylor-co-releases-early-voting-times-locations/
http://taylorcountytexas.org/?fbclid=IwAR3-l6CTeuTv5-PqFNGpxvdy8AMcAicVfdWkUmvtImLIPgY0J7dVj5B5fjs
https://www.bea.gov/news/2020/personal-income-and-outlays-august-2020?utm_medium=Email&utm_source=SFMC&utm_campaign=&utm_content=
https://abilenescene.com/advertise-in-abilene/chamber-digital-advertising/
https://abilenescene.com/abilene-open-houses


What that means: While it is never good when income falls, the current story on income is
complicated—like all economic data—by the pandemic. Despite falling for three of the last
four months, income was still 2% greater in August than it was in February—before the
pandemic shocked the economy. Income has been higher than its February level every
month except March. Government support in the form of the $1,200 per person pandemic
relief payments and the $600 extra per week in unemployment benefits boosted incomes
April through July.

A rapid rise in employment in May through August, when job gains averaged more than
2.7 million, also supported income even though employment remains well below its pre-
pandemic level. Income did not fall more in August as most of those benefits ran out
because of the rise in employment.

What’s next: Income is likely to continue to fall in the coming months because of the
expiration of government support and the slowing labor market. Employment is likely to
grow closer to the 661,000 jobs added in September than the May through August pace.

Even though incomes may fall, spending will likely remain steady because savings
increased sharply in recent months as consumers were unable to spend as they usually
do. In April alone, Americans saved more than $532 billion. That is more than five times
the usual monthly savings amount. The money saved when consumers could not spend as
normal during the pandemic can be spent in the coming months.



What's needed:What's needed: The help from recent savings will not last forever, though. That is why
Congress and the administration must work together on a phase 4 relief bill to help those
families and businesses still hurting deeply because of the pandemic. 

—Curtis Dubay, Senior Economist, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

AT-HOME COVID-19 TESTS AVAILABLE FROM
PHARMACY AT UNITED STORES

COVID-19 testing kits for at-home use are available for purchase at United Family stores,
the company said in a news release Thursday.

The tests, which are saliva-based, include a prepaid shipping package for
sending samples to a laboratory.

According to the release, testing results can be returned within 72 hours after the lab has
received the samples. 

Before receiving the test kits, customers must first complete a medical questionnaire
at scheduletest.com. Test kits then will be available for pickup at a store, or be shipped
directly to the customer.

https://scheduletest.com/
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WHAT WE'RE READING

Business notebook: Taylor County Expo Center outdoor
arena renamed

The Taylor County Expo Center announced in a news release Tuesday the
renaming of the Covered Outdoor Arena to Guitar Arena.

Read more.

Cattle Market Wrap-up: Feeder prices see an uptick

Feeder cattle prices saw an uptrend while cull cow prices were seasonally
lower.

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

OCT 13: THE BIG WEEK FOR SMALL BUSINESS  A three day virtual event
consisting of audience-driven discussions, powerful advice, unique networking moments,
engaging breakout sessions, and practical strategies from business owners focused on
recovering and rebuilding in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Register here.

OCT 13: BUSINESS EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS - WEBINAR To help your
businesses prepare, we are presenting this free training using IBHS created, easy-to-use
tool for building and maintaining a business continuity plan. Designed specifically for
small- to mid-size businesses, this training/planning guide will help you prepare for and
recover from any type of business disruption from severe weather to a virus outbreak.”
Register here.

OCT 14: DBE—DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE CERTIFICATION PRO-
GRAM THROUGH TXDOT Want to learn how to qualify your small business as a DBE
with the Texas Department of Transportation?? Join the Northwest Texas PTAC as we
present this informative webinar that begins with an overview of the program, talks about
the advantages of being certified, discusses the qualifications for certification, and talks
about the documentation needed to complete the application. Register here.

OCT 14: TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISON: LUNCHTIME LIVE! Unemployment
Claims: General Overview for Employers, Unemployment Taxes: Chargeback and
Reimbursing Employers, Best Practices for Maintaining a Safe Workplace, Payroll Tax
101 discussion. Register here.

OCT 21: THE SERVICE CONTRACT LABOR STANDARD STATUTE The service
contract act was enacted in 1965 to ensure that service workers are paid established
wage rates and benefits for the work being performed. Join Northwest Texas PTAC,
Senior Field Advisor, Mark Snyder as he provides you with a general understanding of the
Service Contract Labor Standard Statute. You’ll learn about the prevailing wage, how to
search beta.sam.gov wage determination section, conformances, collective bargaining
agreements, and other topics applicable to this Act. Register here.

OCT 28: KOPRINCE LAW—5 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW: FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT CONTRACTING Join Koprince Law and the Northwest Texas PTAC as Managing
Partner, Matt Schoonover provides you with a general understanding of the advantages of
being a small within the realm of Federal Government Contracting. You’ll learn about set-
aside contracts, sole source contracts, and goal setting requirements. Register here.
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