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MCMURRY UNIVERSITY EXPANDING STEM DEGREES
RECEIVES US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANT

McMurry University is pleased to announce it has been awarded a Title V Grant from the
US Department of Education for $600,000 per year for the next five years assuming the
learning objectives are met throughout the grant period. The new grant will continue the
advancement of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) degree programs at
McMurry and expand STEM support for Hispanic students.

The University will be offering a new degree in engineering physics beginning in Fall 22.
The grant will also provide support for academic success services supporting STEM as
well as create a summer pre-calculus program. Facility improvements to the the Finch-
Gray Science Building and Cooke Building will provide up-to-date and highly functional lab
and classroom spaces for students to learn.

Read more.

TEXAS ECONOMIC INDICATORS

The Texas economy showed continued signs of expansion in July, though the pace
slowed from June’s robust growth. Payrolls across the state edged up and the
unemployment rate dipped. The Texas Leading Index continued to grow. Service and
retail revenue indexes contracted in July as the COVID-19 pandemic lingered, while the
manufacturing production index inched up, according to the Texas Business Outlook
Surveys. Texas exports rose in June, though not enough to result in an increase in the
three-month moving average, and in early August, overall credit and debit card spending
had largely recovered from its steep decline in March.

Read more.

GOVERNOR ABBOTT ANNOUNCES APPROVAL OF
EMERGENCY DESIGNATION FOR SMALL BUSINESS
DISASTER LOANS FROM SBA FOLLOWING HURRICANE
HANNA

Governor Greg Abbott announced that the SBA has approved Texas' request for an
Economic Injury Disaster Declaration in communities affected by Hurricane Hanna and
granted access to its Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program, which will provide
long-term, low-interest loans to qualifying businesses in the community. Counties included
in the declaration are Brooks, Cameron, Hidalgo, Kenedy, Starr, and Willacy.

https://www.abilenechamber.com/
https://news.mcm.edu/2020/09/McMurry University Expanding STEM Degrees .html#.X1fmknlKhPY
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/econdata/tli.aspx
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/surveys.aspx


Read more.

Reserve this space here.

WHAT WE'RE READING

Consumer Financial Strain Affects Beef Markets

In the first eight months of 2020, three distinct periods have been observed in
cattle and beef markets thanks to COVID-19. Understanding market
dynamics within each of these periods is necessary before looking forward to
potential industry outcomes for the rest of the year and into 2021.

Read more.

The ‘New Value System’ Shaping Consumer Spending And
What It Could Mean for Your Business

The pandemic has made wellness and conscious capitalism related trends that
will inform what we buy in four critical ways, says futurist Emma Chiu,
global director of Wunderman Thompson Intelligence.

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

SEPT 9: WATER CONFERENCE WORKSHOP
I am pleased to invite you to this week's water storytelling conference. We will be hosting
two outstanding speakers: Jens Larsen (Old Friends Industries, Denmark): "How True
Storytelling in Denmark Created Ethical Water Business" and Nuwella Appear (O Water,
Germany): "The Journey of Being a Female Founder in Berlin with a Global Vision".
The event will be held on September 9th at 5:30 pm Central European Time (or 10:30 am
Abilene time). There is no charge for attendance, and feel free to invite anyone you wish.
Register here.

SEPT 9: REBUILDING YOUR BRAND
An interactive discussion focused on helping businesses strike the right tone with an
evolving customer base during COVID-19 and beyond. Register here.

SEPT 9: INTRO TO GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING AND THE PTAC
Come learn about the basics of getting started in public sector contracting. Learn
about registering in the System for Award Management (SAM) and how the government
procures goods and services. SAM is the single point of entry for Federal Government

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-approval-of-emergency-designation-for-small-business-disaster-loans-from-sba-following-hurricane-hanna
https://abilenescene.com/advertise-in-abilene/chamber-digital-advertising/
https://www.positive.news/economics/super-greens-five-start-ups-raising-the-bar-for-environmental-impact/
https://www.uschamber.com/co/good-company/launch-pad/how-pandemic-influences-consumer-spending
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87605255230#success
https://click.e.uschamberaction.com/?qs=f1b6839b1dd2d3a3f3e5a48eaa4f4772ff5dcb2d7f1b75f98c44129b4350baead42c2e7e3e91f985028283effe99cd115b7848a33d2979d0
https://uschamberofcommerce.swoogo.com/blueprint_rebuildingyourbrand/679613?ref=CO&c_687622=2864782


contracting opportunities. We will also discuss marketing tips and opportunities for small
businesses. Register here.

SEPT 15: PRWEEK CONVENE: TALKING SHOP – THE FUTURE OF RETAIL
This PRWeek virtual event explores what retail brands must do to renew confidence
among consumers and ensure the long-term prosperity of a $3.8 trillion sector that
supports one in four American jobs and remains the backbone of the economy. This event
will be on September 15th from 12:00 pm-2:00 pm ET. Register here.

SEPT 16: INCREASING COMPETITIVENESS: TEAMING JOINT VENTURES, AND THE
MENTOR-PROTÉGÉ PROGRAM - PRESENTED BY MATT SCHOONOVER,
KOPRINCE LAW
Want to learn how to take your small business to the next level within the realm of
government contracting? Join the Northwest Texas PTAC and Koprince Law Firm as
Managing Partner, Matt Schoonover of Koprince Law presents this informative webinar
about Teaming Arrangements, Joint Ventures and the SBA’s Mentor Protégé Program.
He’ll discuss how each works and how they all fit in together. Register here.

SEPT. 17 TEXAS CONFERENCE FOR EMPLOYERS LUNCHTIME LIVE
90 minute session on employment law. Free virtual employment law session hosted by the
Office of Commissioner Representing Employers. Learn more.

SEPT 23: VETERAN OWNED SMALL BUSINESS (VOSB) & SDVOSB TOO
Join Northwest Texas PTAC, Program Manager Rich Lyles as he provides you with a
general understanding of how the VOSB & the Service Disabled Veteran Owned
Small Business SDVOSB Program works. You’ll learn about the benefits of being
certified and the eligibility criteria required for certification. They’ll discuss the formal
certification through the VA as well as the self-certification option. Register here.

SEPT 29: FAST FORWARD SUMMIT 2020
On September 29 and 30, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation will host a two-day,
future-looking summit to highlight the people, ideas, and innovations that are shaping our
lives and businesses. Register here.

SEPT 30: CYBERSECURITY BASICS FOR FEDERAL CONTRACTORS
Join Northwest Texas PTAC, Senior Field Advisor Mark Snyder as he provides you
with a general understanding of the basic cybersecurity requirements that the Department
of Defense has for all contractors and sub-contractors. You’ll learn about the
benefits of being prepared and the process for putting a cybersecurity plan in place.
Register here.

OCT 8: ACU VIRTUAL JOB FAIR: GOVERNMENT, NON-PROFIT & SOCIAL
SERVICES
This Government, NonProfit & Social Services VIRTUAL Career Fair is brought to you by
the West Central Texas Career Consortium. Participating in this event is an excellent way
for your organization to gain visibility and maximize recruiting potential! Employers
interested in participating in this event are encouraged to register on-line as early as
possible. Register here.
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