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ABILENE ISD SUPERINTENDENT TO RECOMMEND
PUSHING BACK SCHOOL START DATE

Abilene Independent School District Superintendent Dr. David Young says he will
recommend pushing the start of school back until Aug. 24.

In his weekly Zoom meeting Wednesday afternoon, Dr. Young said he will recommend at
the Aug. 6 board meeting that the starting date be pushed back in order to provide more
time to prepare.

The school year was scheduled to start Aug. 20.

In a video released Monday afternoon, before Dr. Young said he would recommend
pushing the date back, AISD officials laid out safety precautions each school will be taking,
including ensuring the availability of hand sanitizer, sanitizing wipes, facial coverings, and
other safety equipment.

Read more.

THE HOUSING MARKET REBOUNDED IN JUNE

The housing market will be a key factor in pulling the economy out of the large hole it is in.
The market plunged in February, March, and April. It bounced back some in May. Now
that we have all the data for June, we know it improved even more last month, but that
was before the virus resurged in July.

Key numbers. All housing market indicators improved impressively in June. The
National Association of Home Builders’ Housing Market Index was the big gainer for
the month. It rose almost 57%. Existing home sales rose almost 21%, followed by
housing starts (17%), pending home sales (17%), new home sales (14%), and
building permits (2%). Home prices rose 0.7% in May—the latest available data—
and are up 4.5% on an annual basis


https://www.abilenechamber.com/
https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/abilene-isd-superintendent-to-recommend-pushing-back-school-start-date/

Housing Market Rebounding Strongly
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The housing market data may lag again once we get July data, though. We know that the
resurgence of the virus is causing the economy to slow. That could cause homebuyers to
pull back.

We do not have many data points for July yet, but the ones we do have point to a
slowdown. For instance, The Conference Board reported yesterday that consumer
confidence fell 5.8% in July compared to June. It had surged over 14% from May to June.
The big picture. When consumers are confident, they spend more. The reverse is also
true. Look for the impressive June housing data to be less impressive when we get July’s
numbers.

—Curtis Dubay, Senior Economist, U.S. Chamber of Commerce

WYLIE RELEASES RETURN TO LEARN

Yesterday, Wylie ISD released their "Bulldogs Return to Learn" initial school reopening
plan via their Facebook page.

The post stated the document is a work in progress and can change based on data,
information, and feedback from our health and community organizations.

Read more.

GOVERNOR ABBOTT WAIVES CERTAIN TRUCKING
REGULATIONS TO EXPEDITE HURRICANE HANNA
RECOVERY IN THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY, COASTAL
BEND

Governor Greg Abbott has waived certain regulations related to commercial trucking
in the state of Texas. These suspensions will allow commercial drivers to more quickly
deliver supplies, specifically electric power poles, to communities in the Rio Grande Valley



http://email.uschamber.com/n/o01Lq000B00tiU0GyHWW4H0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fF9moTIRbMbkZCEjfXWIhjZ0IuigM5v_/view?fbclid=IwAR3Cj3jwFwww3CXIKSW_6PejYMzWEw7CQ_HXNc-5J8AK-ntI4u4RNUY6MdE
https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly9nb3YudGV4YXMuZ292L25ld3MvcG9zdC9nb3Zlcm5vci1hYmJvdHQtd2FpdmVzLWNlcnRhaW4tdHJ1Y2tpbmctcmVndWxhdGlvbnMtdG8tZXhwZWRpdGUtaHVycmljYW5lLWhhbm5hLXJlY292ZXJ5LWluLXRoZS1yaW8tZ3JhbmRlLXZhbGxleS1jb2FzdGFsLWJlbmQ7OzY1MDZmNGQ4Mjc1N2RkM2E1Yjc5MTIwOWQwYmVkOWFi

and the Coastal Bend that were directly impacted by Hurricane Hanna. This suspension of
laws and regulations has been coordinated through the Texas Department of Public
Safety.

AG PAXTON ISSUES LEGAL GUIDANCE ON SCHOOL
REOPENING

Attorney General Ken Paxton issued guidance on the opening of local schools for the
upcoming school year, during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, responding to a request
from Stephenville Mayor Doug Svien. In the guidance, he says nothing in the Governor's
Executive Order (GA-28) prohibits any school from opening.

Paxton noted local health authorities play an important role in protecting the health of
school children and employees but may not issue sweeping orders closing schools for the
sole purpose of preventing future COVID-19 infections. Their role is limited by statute to
addressing specific, actual outbreaks of disease. He states school officials, both public and
private, are the appropriate ones to decide whether, when, and how to open school.

GOVERNOR ABBOTT, HHSC EXTEND DEADLINE FOR
PANDEMIC FOOD BENEFITS FOR FAMILIES AFFECTED
BY COVID-19 SCHOOL CLOSURES

Governor Greg Abbott announced that the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission is extending the application deadline for the federal Pandemic-Electronic
Benefit Transfer program to August 21 to ensure eligible families have more time to apply
for this one-time food benefit. P-EBT is a one-time benefit of $285 per eligible child and
can be used in the same way Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program food benefits
pay for groceries. Eligible families include those with children who lost access to free or
reduced-price school meals through the National School Lunch Program due to school
closures.

WHAT WE'RE READING
Oil falls with equities while volatility drops to a 5-month low

"Oil slipped along with equities in Europe and a strengthening dollar, while
crude continued to trade in a narrow band.”

Read more.

The Pandemic Shows Us the Genius of Supermarkets

"A short history of the stores that—even now—keep us supplied with an
abundance of choices."

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.


https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGV4YXNhdHRvcm5leWdlbmVyYWwuZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvaW1hZ2VzL2FkbWluLzIwMjAvUHJlc3MvRGlzYXN0ZXIlMjBDb3Vuc2VsJTIwTGV0dGVyJTIwdG8lMjBTdGVwaGVudmlsbGUlMjByZSUyMExvY2FsJTIwSGVhbHRoJTIwT3JkZXJzXzA3MjgyMDIwLnBkZj91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT07O2ZjMjQ5NzZlYTE4Y2FjZWNhZDdlNWM5YjcyMDVlZjNj
https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGV4YXNhdHRvcm5leWdlbmVyYWwuZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvaW1hZ2VzL2FkbWluLzIwMjAvUHJlc3MvRGlzYXN0ZXIlMjBDb3Vuc2VsJTIwTGV0dGVyJTIwdG8lMjBTdGVwaGVudmlsbGUlMjByZSUyMExvY2FsJTIwSGVhbHRoJTIwT3JkZXJzXzA3MjgyMDIwLnBkZj91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0mdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fdGVybT07O2ZjMjQ5NzZlYTE4Y2FjZWNhZDdlNWM5YjcyMDVlZjNj
https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly9nb3YudGV4YXMuZ292L3VwbG9hZHMvZmlsZXMvcHJlc3MvRU8tR0EtMjhfdGFyZ2V0ZWRfcmVzcG9uc2VfdG9fcmVvcGVuaW5nX0NPVklELTE5LnBkZjs7MDEwNzUxZDUyNTA5ZjBiNmU3NmNjYjI4NDNhN2U1YzQ%3D
https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly9nb3YudGV4YXMuZ292L25ld3MvcG9zdC9nb3Zlcm5vci1hYmJvdHQtaGhzYy1leHRlbmQtZGVhZGxpbmUtZm9yLXBhbmRlbWljLWZvb2QtYmVuZWZpdHMtZm9yLWZhbWlsaWVzLWFmZmVjdGVkLWJ5LWNvdmlkLTE5LXNjaG9vbC1jbG9zdXJlcy0yOzs1ZGQ4MzA2ZGVmZjVkMTEzMzRiM2EzNmZkZWY1ZTY2Yw%3D%3D
https://hillcopartners.com/?nltr=ODk2OzIwMDk7aHR0cHM6Ly9nb3YudGV4YXMuZ292L25ld3MvcG9zdC9nb3Zlcm5vci1hYmJvdHQtaGhzYy1hbm5vdW5jZS1vdmVyLTEtYmlsbGlvbi1pbi1wYW5kZW1pYy1mb29kLWJlbmVmaXRzLWZvci10ZXhhcy1mYW1pbGllczs7NGM1MGJiYzhhZWU0M2VlMjQyOWExMjdjZGVjMjI1Nzg%3D
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Oil-Buoyed-by-Shrinking-American-Stockpiles-and-15445252.php
http://email.uschamber.com/VyWN000Wtt0H100UHG4iGq0
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/07/supermarkets-are-a-miracle/612244/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWlRVeFlqSmlNVEJqWWpFMSIsInQiOiJtSnpkWUtcL05DTm44NUhOUnRRTVljSCtnQTlObU9sY0lkQXpob3RoQzd1Qm9qTmQ0c3Q3WERPS3VLXC9ZMlFOUm5nMzhNakRsbFVlTGhObHpacmQ5RjJaSnZoT2E3MjlpRjdYWklZZnY5Y1FNSFwveVV2Y2prQU1cL3JES0hSV0RxdkIifQ%3D%3D

7/30 TELECOM RULE IMPACTS ALL CONTRACTS...ARE YOU PREPARED? Have
you heard about Section 889 of the FY 2019 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA)? The legislation was passed to combat national security and intellectual
property threats that face the United States and contains two prohibitions: Part A
and Part B. Learn more.

7/30 SEED TO START OR GROW A BUSINESS: A GUIDE TO SUCCESS Every
business starts with a dream. Turning this dream into a reality requires confidence, grit,
knowledge, and funding. Wherever you are in growing your business, the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) has the tools and resources to help you start, grow and
expand your business with confidence. Learn more.

8/5 SBA/FAA VIRTUAL INDUSTRY DAY The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA),
Dallas/Fort Worth District Office teams up with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
to bring to the small business community the first SBA/FAA Virtual Industry Day, August
5th, 2020 from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Learn more.

8/5 HUMANITIES TEXAS GRANTS AND EXHIBITIONS hold a free webinar on grants
and exhibitions for Texas cultural and educational organizations. Learn about funding
opportunities, traveling exhibitions, and other resources provided by Humanities Texas.
Staff will make brief presentations and then be available for questions and

discussion. Register here.

8/5 BUSINESS STRATEGIES FOR AN EVOLVING FUTURE COVID-19 has impacted
how we conduct business in many ways. That is why the Governor's Small Business
Team will host another webinar focused on helping small businesses develop adaptive
strategies for an evolving future. This webinar will help guide business owners and
entrepreneurs in implementing solutions, such as e-commerce and online strategies, to
maximize business resiliency during uncertain times. Register here.

8/11 TEXAS ALLIANCE OF ENERGY PRODUCERS SUMMER CONFERENCE join this
FREE webinar on Tuesday, August 11 at 2:00 pm to hear from distinguished energy
professionals on issues important to you and your company. Register here.

8/13 GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING VIRTUAL LUNCHEON PANEL DISCUSSION
discussion about government contracting for Women-Owned Small Businesses. Learn
more.

MORE FROM THE CHAMBER:

Year One
Your Chamber Commitment for Fall Events

Free Mask Poster for Chamber Members

Abilene Chamber Now Seeking Nominations for Citizen of the Year

Update your newsletter preferences

Hiring? Add your job to AbileneWorks.com for free

Previous Business Briefs

LinkedIn | Facebook | Member Directory Update your email preferences



https://gsa.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_i_fvMM0WRRqwuOdivETzIQ?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://sernational.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=sernational&service=6&rnd=0.5370157310393159&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fsernational.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000401c26bdab039cff8ac5796db95034ca9efe1a477fe1f562719af4f96d0aa05a3%26siteurl%3Dsernational%26confViewID%3D164611699713807297%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASwDk07nC2yakKrzfsvWkfuItj1sQ1zjmrFRmMTEkDsZQ2%26
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sbafaa-virtual-industry-day-registration-109851709420?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.humanitiestexas.org/webinar-registration
https://gov.texas.gov/business/event/governors-small-business-webinar-business-strategies-for-an-evolving-future
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UsciB37wSWCJawYXJAngpA
https://nawbodfw.wildapricot.org/event-3922490?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/07/27/year-one/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxs7Ia_cDcY&t=15s
https://files.constantcontact.com/af43e9e6301/9d794952-c495-4437-b494-ebffad784929.pdf
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/06/09/abilene-chamber-seeking-nominations-for-outstanding-citizen-of-the-year-2/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/newsletter/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/05/18/for-immediate-release-abilene-chamber-helps-combat-unemployment-rate-with-abilene-centric-job-portal/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/category/daily-business-brief/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-abilene-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.facebook.com/abilenechamber/
https://business.abilenechamber.com/list
https://www.abilenechamber.com/newsletter/

