
July 23, 2020

ABILENE CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA - EVENING
OF 7/23

Abilene City Council will meet this evening at 4:30 pm at City Hall. You can find the full
agenda here and watch online here.

DYESS RELOCATING VISITOR'S ENTRANCE

Dyess Air Force Base is relocating its visitor control center from the current location at the
main gate, to the Air Force Museum at the corner of Arnold Boulevard and Military Drive.

Dyess will begin using the museum location on July 27, and limiting services at the main
gate to visitor passes and Defense Biometric Identification Cards. Dyess will not issue
Restricted Area Badges on July 27 and 28. On July 30 the visitor control center at the
main gate will be closed and all visitor services will be provided at the museum location.
(Source: KACU & Dyess Facebook)

If you have any questions you can contact the VCC at (325) 696-2432.

View more.

U.S. SECRETARY OF LABOR, EUGENE SCALIA,
DISCUSSES UNEMPLOYMENT, JOB CREATION, AND
ECONOMIC EXPECTATIONS ON TXBIZ TALKS

Unemployment & Job Creation
Monday TXBIZ Talks hosted Secretary Eugene Scalia for a presentation and discussion
moderated by Federal Affairs Committee Chairman, Eddie Aldrete (IBC Bank). Secretary
Scalia provided an inside look into the Department of Labor's handling of the COVID-19
pandemic as well as an economic overview. He shared that originally unemployment
projections were grim, with 7.5 million Americans expected to be jobless in May. However,
he highlighted that in actuality, there were 2.7 million jobs created and another 5 million
were gained in June, exceeding all expectations. In Texas, unemployment dropped from
13.5% to 8.6% in June, one of the largest drops in the country.
Future Expectations
Secretary Scalia applauded Americans, stating that we have been "off to a strong start,"
but he plans to make more headway going forward. He also credited President Trump for
priming the economy for a stunning rebound by lowering taxes and passing the USMCA
trade agreement prior to the pandemic. Focusing on the future, Secretary Scalia
emphasized that facilitating return to work is an ongoing priority for the Department of
Labor. He elaborated on the "Blue Collar Boom" that was in place before COVID-19 shook
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the nation, and underscored the department's continuous efforts to support trade
associations in Texas and across the United States.

Read more.

NEXT STIMULUS PACKAGE WILL BE JOBS-FOCUSED:
MNUCHIN

U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin addressed the prospect of another stimulus
package Tuesday, saying the Trump administration is discussing a number of different
employment-focused proposals.

At a GOP lunch event Tuesday, Mnuchin said the White House and lawmakers are taking
into account a number of factors as they weigh potential legislation, including how CARES
Act funds are being distributed and how the U.S. economy is responding.

“We’re talking about a bunch of different ideas that we may need to do in another bill, and
we want to take our time and make sure we’re thoughtful,” Mnuchin told reporters. “So
whatever we do it’ll be much more targeted, much more focused on jobs, bringing back
jobs and making sure we take care of our kids.”

Read more.

WHAT WE'RE READING

Texas Projects Nearly $5B Budget Shortfall Due to
Pandemic 

"Texas’ budget forecast plummeted to a projected $4.6 billion shortfall as the
coronavirus pandemic and low oil prices take a heavy toll on one of America’s
largest economies, the state’s Republican comptroller said Monday."

Read more.

5 Steps for Creating an Employee Development Plan

"Having a solid employee development plan can help you retain great
employees by showing them you're invested in their success."

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

7/28 SPOTLIGHT ON THE ISSUES WEBINAR SERIES The Alliance begins a new
webinar series later this month called, “Spotlight on the Issues” with Texas State Senator
Charles Perry (R-Lubbock). The webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28 at 2 p.m. 
Senator Perry, a CPA from Lubbock, is the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Water
and Rural Affairs. Water issues - from oilfield water usage to produced water - are critical
to oil and gas producers in Texas, and Senator Perry will be discussing these matters and
the outlook for the 2021 Texas Legislative Session. Register here.
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8/5 SBA/FAA VIRTUAL INDUSTRY DAY The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA),
Dallas/Fort Worth District Office teams up with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
to bring to the small business community the first SBA/FAA Virtual Industry Day, August
5th, 2020 from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Learn more.

8/11 TEXAS ALLIANCE OF ENERGY PRODUCERS SUMMER CONFERENCE join this
FREE webinar on Tuesday, August 11 at 2:00 pm to hear from distinguished energy
professionals on issues important to you and your company. Register here.
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