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ABBOTT SAYS THERE ARE NO PLANS FOR ANOTHER
STATEWIDE SHUTDOWN OF TEXAS

Gov. Greg Abbott said there are no plans in the works for another shutdown of Texas.

Abbott told Houston TV station KPRC on Wednesday that despite the ongoing spike in
COVID-19 cases, officials are not working on further closures of businesses.

“I get this question, it seems like, a thousand times a day. People are panicking thinking
I’m about to shut down Texas again. The answer is no,” Abbott said.

Abbott said officials believe that widespread use of face coverings or masks should be
able to slow the spread of the coronavirus and reduce record-high case numbers.

Read more.

AISD STILL DRAFTING REOPENING PLANS, AWAITS
MORE TEA GUIDELINES

Abilene ISD leaders are still developing the official plan for reopening schools for the fall
semester, updates from the Texas Education Agency have lead to delayed
announcements of what they’ve already crafted.

“We had some updates we were ready to release then they went sideways on us,” said
AISD Superintendent Dr. David Young.

In a media briefing Wednesday, Dr. Young said the district had been close to announcing
plans for the upcoming school year but recent discussions with the TEA changed what
they’d drafted up.

Read more.

HOUSING STARTS CONTINUE TO REBOUND FROM
CORONAVIRUS-FUELED LOWS

Housing starts occurred at a 1.19 million seasonally adjusted annual rate in June, the
Commerce Department said Friday, representing a 17% increase from May. Permitting
activity for newly-built homes rose 2.1% between May and June to a seasonally adjusted
annual rate of 1.24 million. Housing starts nearly met the consensus forecast of
economists polled by MarketWatch - they estimated new home construction to take place
at a 1.2 million-unit annual rate. Building permits fell slightly short of economists'
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consensus forecast of 1.3 million.

Read more.

1.3 MILLION AMERICANS FILED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT
LAST WEEK 

Initial unemployment claims remain stubbornly high. According to the Department of Labor
today, initial claims were 1.3 million last week. That is just 10,000 fewer than the week
before. It is the 15th straight week of declines. Claims have fallen more than 5.5 million
since their peak in late March. In total, more than 51 million Americans have filed claims
since the COVID-19 shock hit.

Since employers are bringing workers back, it makes sense to also look at continuing
claims, which subtract off those no longer claiming benefits – presumably because they
returned to work. Continuing claims were 17.3 million last week, down 422,000 from the
week before. That is the 6th straight week of declines.

The four-week moving average of claims fell to about 18.3 million last week, down almost
738,000 from the week before. The four-week average has fallen seven straight weeks
and almost 4.4 million since its peak in mid-May.
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It is frustrating that so many workers are still losing their jobs. The rebounding economy in
June was not strong enough to stop those losses. Declines in initial and continuing claims
are likely to continue, but at a slower rate as the virus has picked back up, unfortunately.

–Curtis Dubay, Senior Economist, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

WHAT WE'RE READING

The Pros and Cons of Transforming Into a Virtual Company
—Permanently

"As reopening plans across the U.S. get pushed back, many business owners
are considering pivoting to becoming a virtual business—permanently—to
save their companies."

Read more.

Business Ideas That Will Emerge Out of the Pandemic 

"Search, shopping and social trends can show savvy entrepreneurs where the
next big business idea lies."

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

7/17 PATH FORWARD: A CONVERSATION WITH DR. ANTHONY FAUCI Today July
17, at 11:00 am ET a dialogue led by U.S. Chamber president Suzanne Clark on helping
America prepare to restart the economy and get millions of people back to work. Register
here.
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7/21 VIRTUAL SUMMIT: POWERING FORWARD - TEXAS OIL AND NATURAL GAS A
free virtual summit hosted by the Texas Oil & Gas Association, on July 21st at 11:30 a.m.
CT. The summit will feature distinguished industry leaders who will discuss the future of
the energy landscape in Texas and what is needed for our state to continue in its role as
the Energy Capital of the World. See below for details on how to Register here.

7/22 GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING WEBINAR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR
ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESSES The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering a
one-day “virtual” webinar brought to you by SBA’s Office of Business Development
through the 7(j) Management and Technical Assistance Program’s 7(j) provider, the
National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development. Please view the attached
marketing flyer as Registration is required. This training is for 7(j) eligible small businesses
Nationwide. More info.

7/28 SPOTLIGHT ON THE ISSUES WEBINAR SERIES The Alliance begins a new
webinar series later this month called, “Spotlight on the Issues” with Texas State Senator
Charles Perry (R-Lubbock). The webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28 at 2 p.m. 
Senator Perry, a CPA from Lubbock, is the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Water
and Rural Affairs. Water issues - from oilfield water usage to produced water - are critical
to oil and gas producers in Texas, and Senator Perry will be discussing these matters and
the outlook for the 2021 Texas Legislative Session. Register here.
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