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TEXAS WILL EXTEND TIME THAT SCHOOLS WILL BE
ALLOWED TO STAY ONLINE-ONLY, GOV. GREG ABBOTT
SAYS

Texas will give school districts more flexibility to keep their school buildings closed to in-
person instruction this fall as coronavirus cases continue to rise, Gov. Greg Abbott told a
Houston television station Tuesday.

Public health guidance released last week indicated that school districts had to stay virtual
for up to three weeks after their start dates, so they could get their safety protocols ironed
out before bringing more students to campus. If they stayed closed longer than that, they
would lose state funding.

Read more.

DYESS COVID CASES SPIKE

Dyess leadership is asking its community to help stop the spread of COVID-19 on-base
and in Abilene. In a town hall meeting streamed on social media, Dyess Commander
Colonel Jose Sumangil said he couldn’t give specific numbers, but that the virus has
spiked sharply at Dyess in the past month.

“From 26th of March to the second week of June, when our last Town Hall was, we had
less than 20 cases at Dyess Air Force Base. From June 15 until now we’ve had an over
450% increase in positive cases here at Dyess Air Force Base.”

Colonel Sumangil warned that if the numbers don’t turn around, base leadership may need
to increase restrictions, including a new round of stay-at-home orders. He asked his
airmen and their families to take the CDC recommendations on hand washing and social
distancing seriously, and to follow base guidelines for wearing masks. (Source: KACU)

Click here for more Dyess COVID news.

SALES RECOVERY, UNCERTAINTY ON THE HORIZON

June was a strong month for the Abilene housingmarket. The median sales price
remains very strong and the number of sales was near an all-time high. The
residential housing market continues to be fairly robust across the board both with
new construction and existing homes. Listings are still recovering from the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic, and certain sections of the market continue to have
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extremely limited supply. 

UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD MEETING

On July 20 at 10:45am the Legislative Budget Board will be meeting to receive a report
and testimony from the Office of the Comptroller of Public Accounts regarding the financial
condition of this state. To access the online meeting please visit either link:
http://www.house.state.tx.us/video-audio/ or http://www.senate.texas.gov/av-live.php.

WHAT WE'RE READING

More COVID-19 aid for agriculture

"Negotiations on a final COVID-19 stimulus bill are expected the latter part of
this month after lawmakers return from a two-week holiday recess. The
contents of the bill are uncertain, but ag-state lawmakers are confident that
there will be one."

Read more.
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Oil Market Heading in Right Direction

"The oil market is heading in the right direction, for now. That’s what Rystad
Energy believes, according to the company’s senior oil markets analyst Paola
Rodriguez-Masiu, who sent an industry comment to Rigzone on Wednesday."

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

7/21 VIRTUAL SUMMIT: POWERING FORWARD - TEXAS OIL AND NATURAL GAS A
free virtual summit hosted by the Texas Oil & Gas Association, on July 21st at 11:30 a.m.
CT. The summit will feature distinguished industry leaders who will discuss the future of
the energy landscape in Texas and what is needed for our state to continue in its role as
the Energy Capital of the World. See below for details on how to Register here.

7/22 GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING WEBINAR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR
ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESSES The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering a
one-day “virtual” webinar brought to you by SBA’s Office of Business Development
through the 7(j) Management and Technical Assistance Program’s 7(j) provider, the
National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development. Please view the attached
marketing flyer as Registration is required. This training is for 7(j) eligible small businesses
Nationwide. More info.

7/28 SPOTLIGHT ON THE ISSUES WEBINAR SERIES The Alliance begins a new
webinar series later this month called, “Spotlight on the Issues” with Texas State Senator
Charles Perry (R-Lubbock). The webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28 at 2 p.m. 
Senator Perry, a CPA from Lubbock, is the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Water
and Rural Affairs. Water issues - from oilfield water usage to produced water - are critical
to oil and gas producers in Texas, and Senator Perry will be discussing these matters and
the outlook for the 2021 Texas Legislative Session. Register here.
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