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CITY COUNCIL APPROVES DCOA/AIF REALIGNMENT
PLAN, HOPES TO GROW AND KEEP JOBS IN ABILENE

The Abilene City Council approved a realignment plan for the Development Corporation of
Abilene (DCOA) Thursday morning in hopes to grow and keep more jobs in the Key City.

While things could get complicated explaining what the plan means, Misty Mayo with the
DCOA describes it as building a team.

Just like any team, the better players you have on the court, the higher chance you have at
winning.

Read more.

ABBOTT'S SURGERY RESTRICTIONS REACH THE BIG
COUNTRY

Governor Greg Abbott today expanded his orders suspending elective surgeries in
counties where COVID-19 is putting pressure on medical capacity. The new proclamation
adds counties in eleven new Trauma Service Areas. Taylor County is in TSA D, which is
not affected by the newly expanded orders. Some other counties in the region are now
part of the order, including Runnels, Tom Green, and Coke. The order directs hospitals to
postpone surgeries and procedures that are not immediately, medically necessary to
correct a serious medical condition or to preserve the life of a patient. Doctors are given
the authority to determine whether a procedure is medically necessary. Governor Abbott
says the order is aimed at ensuring hospitals have enough beds and other resources to
address the upticks in COVID-19 related cases.
Tom Green County health officials reported 44 newly confirmed cases of COVID-19 today.
The county’s total of active cases is now 482. San Angelo area hospitals are now treating
48 patients.
The Texas Tribune has a state map that displays hospital beds in use by region and other
statewide data. (Source KACU)

COMPTROLLER GLENN HEGAR DISTRIBUTES $744.2
MILLION IN MONTHLY SALES TAX REVENUE TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS 

Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced he will send cities, counties, transit systems and
special purpose taxing districts $744.2 million in local sales tax allocations for July, 2.6%
less than in July 2019. These allocations are based on sales made in May by businesses
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that report tax monthly. Widespread social distancing requirements were relaxed across
much of the state in May, thus year-over-year declines were not as steep as they were last
month.

Details on July sales tax allocations to individual cities, counties, transit systems and
special purpose districts can be found here.

CORONAVIRUS NEGATIVELY IMPACTING TAYLOR CO.
BUDGET

The coronavirus lockdown has had an impact on most everything we do, including local
governments and their budgets.

Taylor County Judge Downing Bolls says the county’s revenue will be about $250,000 less
than expected because tax income has been cut by the lockdown.

“We need some revenue. I mean that’s really kind of what the bottom of the line is on all
this stuff. We’ve got to get some revenue in here,” said Judge Downing Bolls.

Lost revenue has occurred due to COVID-19.

Read more.

TEXAS SERVICE SECTOR OUTLOOK SURVEY

The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas has released their mid-year Texas Service Sector
Outlook Overview Newsletter. The newsletter covers the economic distress caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, trends looking forward, and perspective from Dallas Fed President
and CEO Rob Kaplan.

View the report here.

Reserve this space here.

WHAT WE'RE READING

Abilene area receives $400K grant for coronavirus response

"The West Central Texas Economic Development District Corporation in
Abilene was awarded a federal grant of $400,000 to support redevelopment
and revitalization in the region to diversify and strengthen the regional
economy during the coronavirus outbreak, U.S. Senator John Cornyn
announced today."
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Read more.

Global Perspectives: Epidemiologists Robert Haley and
Trish Perl on Fighting COVID-19

"Robert Haley and Trish Perl are leading experts in the study of epidemiology
and infectious diseases at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical
Center."

Read more.

You don't want to miss these upcoming event for
your business.

7/9 UNDERSTANDING PPP LOAN FORGIVENESS
America's SBDC @ TX Tech & America's SBDC at MSU presents PPP Loan Forgiveness.
This webinar will help you get the maximum PPP loan-forgiveness for your business. The
webinar takes place on July 9th at 2PM. More info.

7/21 VIRTUAL SUMMIT: POWERING FORWARD - TEXAS OIL AND NATURAL GAS A
free virtual summit hosted by the Texas Oil & Gas Association, on July 21st at 11:30 a.m.
CT. The summit will feature distinguished industry leaders who will discuss the future of
the energy landscape in Texas and what is needed for our state to continue in its role as
the Energy Capital of the World. See below for details on how to Register.

7/22 GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING WEBINAR TRAINING OPPORTUNITY FOR
ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESSES The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering a
one-day “virtual” webinar brought to you by SBA’s Office of Business Development
through the 7(j) Management and Technical Assistance Program’s 7(j) provider, the
National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development. Please view the attached
marketing flyer as Registration is required. This training is for 7(j) eligible small businesses
Nationwide. More info.

7/28 SPOTLIGHT ON THE ISSUES WEBINAR SERIES The Alliance begins a new
webinar series later this month called, “Spotlight on the Issues” with Texas State Senator
Charles Perry (R-Lubbock). The webinar is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28 at 2 p.m. 
Senator Perry, a CPA from Lubbock, is the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Water
and Rural Affairs. Water issues - from oilfield water usage to produced water - are critical
to oil and gas producers in Texas, and Senator Perry will be discussing these matters and
the outlook for the 2021 Texas Legislative Session. Register here.
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ThriveABI Check-in Survey: HOW ARE YOU?

Now what?

Free Mask Poster for Chamber Members

Abilene Chamber Hispanic Business Council Helps Minority Owned
Businesses Slow the Spread of COVID-19

Abilene Chamber Now Seeking Nominations for Citizen of the Year

https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/abilenes-west-central-texas-economic-development-district-receives-400k-grant-for-coronavirus-response/
https://www.dallasfed.org/research/economics/2020/0709?utm_source=cvent&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dfe
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh6tidkwb9dbf70d&oseq=&c=e4204fd2-7a68-11ea-b3dc-d4ae52754db0&ch=e495440e-7a68-11ea-b3dc-d4ae52754db0
https://t.e2ma.net/click/qnyyec/avp4tv/qr9x8j
https://www.ncaiedevents.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Vixj9zAuTE2mlB2KVMfm0g
https://tthsclubbock.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eWC6WsZIBqRP6W9
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/07/06/now-what/
https://files.constantcontact.com/af43e9e6301/9d794952-c495-4437-b494-ebffad784929.pdf
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/06/30/abilene-chamber-hispanic-business-council-helps-minority-owned-businesses-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/06/09/abilene-chamber-seeking-nominations-for-outstanding-citizen-of-the-year-2/


Update your newsletter preferences

Hiring? Add your job to AbileneWorks.com for free

Previous Business Briefs

LinkedIn | Facebook | Member Directory Update your email preferences

https://www.abilenechamber.com/newsletter/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/2020/05/18/for-immediate-release-abilene-chamber-helps-combat-unemployment-rate-with-abilene-centric-job-portal/
https://www.abilenechamber.com/blog/category/daily-business-brief/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-abilene-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.facebook.com/abilenechamber/
https://business.abilenechamber.com/list
https://www.abilenechamber.com/newsletter/

