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Membership Services
Use the Chamber website: www.abilenechamber.com to connect with other businesses in our community.  Go to “Membership 
Directory” then do a search by category or keyword to locate businesses that have the products or services you need.

Chamber Referrals . . . 304 office referrals and 13,690 website “hits” of Chamber members during April.

Membership Renewals . . . Thank you to all members who renewed their membership during the month of May.  We appreciate 
your ongoing involvement and support!

Member Overview/Orientation . . . for all members . . .  A quick one-hour overview of the Chamber, its programs and 
affiliates for both new members and existing members.  Next session: June 16, 2009 – 8:00 a.m. at the Chamber Board Room – 
174 Cypress Street, Suite 200.

Congratulations to our latest winners! . . .

Thomas McAdams (KXVA FOX/KIDZ MYNETWORKTV) was the winner of $50 cash at the April Wake Up Wednesday! hosted 
by Texas Family Institute.  Lucky door prize winners were: Sherry Brown (Sweet Celebrations), Cynthia Erixson (Proforma 
Promotions Group), Jackie Hawkins (Kaeser & Blair) and Carl Brown (Aflac).  Thanks to Texas Family Institute for hosting 
Wake Up Wednesday! and a great presentation.

Door prize winners at the Hispanic Business Council April Luncheon held at Golden Corral were: Sherry Brown (Sweet 
Celebrations) and Doug Hodel (Doug Hodel’s Photography) - winners of a lunch for 2 each, courtesy of Golden Corral.  Winners 
of a car wash each courtesy of XStream AutoClean were: Anita Olguin (Rick’s Upholstery) and Monica Perez-Cervantes.

Karla Hodge (RE/MAX of Abilene) was the grand prize winner at the Abilene Leaders of Tomorrow (ALOT) event hosted by 
Residence Inn by Marriott.  Thanks to Residence Inn by Marriott for providing the door prizes and food/beverage for the 
evening.  A great networking event!

If you know someone that is interested in joining the 
Chamber and receiving the following 

“new member specials” contact Vicky Smedley, 
vsmedley@abilenechamber.com or call 677-7241.

MEMBERSHIP Growth

Offers discounted advertising to all NEW Chamber Members. 

Provides an exclusive print offer to ALL NEW MEMBERS 
of the Abilene Chamber of Commerce at NO CHARGE

KJTZ 106.9 will provide advertising and work with you 
to develop a message to introduce you to the Abilene 

community and to describe the services you provide with 
their welcome radio advertising offer.



Page 11

Redcoats about town

National Association of 
Chamber Ambassadors 

2009 Conference
The National Association of Chamber Ambassadors 

Conference XXIII was held in Shawnee, Oklahoma April 15-
18, 2009. Pilar Prescott with NTS Communications and Becky 
Stallings with Mark Stallings Electric were the Redcoats that 
attended and represented the Abilene Chamber of Commerce 
at the 2009 NACA Conference.

Groups from all over the United States were represented 
at the conference in Shawnee. The three day conference 
included workshops, inspirational and educational speakers 
and the annual pin exchange. In addition to keynote speakers, 
team building, and networking, attendees who arrived the 
afternoon before the conference were treated to an excursion 
that included a tour of the Oklahoma City Memorial Museum, 
Bricktown, and a tour on the Water Taxi. 

The National Association of Chamber Ambassadors 
assists Chambers of Commerce nationwide in establishing 
ambassador groups by providing education, materials, and 
information, as well as providing a forum for the exchange 
of ideas between ambassadors. Carlsbad, New Mexico was 
confirmed as the destination for the 2010 conference. 

REDCOAT OF THE QUARTER. . .
Congratulations to Dan Carpenter with Acadia Abilene for re-
ceiving the honor of Redcoat of the Quarter.  Dan attended 16 out 
of 16 Redcoat events during the quarter (January – March, 2009).  
Thanks, Dan, for your dedication and involvement!

Redcoat’s who attended 50% or more of the ribbon cuttings this 
past quarter were recognized: Cecilia Bowers – A-Town/ Hi-
Tech; Bruce Byron; Carolyn Cockerell – West Central Texas Col-
lection Bureau & Premium Recovery; Hedy Fackelman; Jennifer 
Kent – First National Bank Baird; Marci Payne – First Financial 
Bank; and Randy Smith – Girling Health Care.

Grand Opening 
Sharp Thangs

-Unique knives, gifts & other sharp stuff
4201 North 1st, Ste E

672-2991
Paul Daniel, Owner

20 Year Anniversary
Batts Communications

-Telecommunications equipment 
sales & service

4110 So Treadaway, Ste 4
690-1222

Ron and Yvonne Batts, Owners

Grand Opening
Wildcat Disc Golf Course
Abilene Christian University

Grand Opening 
Energy Maintenance Service

-Wind Energy – Operations, maintenance 
and blade remanufacturing

300 Wall St.
795-6500

Bill Guidera, Regional/ Plant Manager

Grand Opening 
Snappy Printer Cartridges & More

-Printer supplies and service
4102 Buffalo Gap Rd, Ste S

692-5273



The Chamber Connection
Published monthly by the Abilene Chamber of Commerce
Editor, Lupita Buitrón-Martinez

Postmaster, send address change to
P.O. Box 2281
Abilene, TX. 79604

Periodicals
Postage Paid
Abilene, TX.

USPS - 003-796

   MEMBER TO MEMBER NEWS
Please note - current membership information can be found on our website:  www.abilenechamber.com click “Membership Directory”.

Congratulations and Welcome . . .
é Robert Briley received Aaron’s Franchisee of the Year Award.
é Jesse Corley is the new manager at Hampton Inn & Suites Abilene I-20.
é Ray Ferguson, CPA, was recently appointed by Gov. Rick Perry to serve on the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy.
é Susan Hickmott has been promoted to business assistant and Kelli Benson has joined the staff as administrative assistant at Disability 

Resources, Inc.
é Keep Abilene Beautiful awarded Famous Dave’s Legendary Bar-B-Que the Donna Albus Beautification Award; Sam’s Club the Dean 

Adams Recycling Award and the Mayor’s Water Conservation Award was given to Extreme Exteriors.
é Terry Myers, CPA has joined Sears Methodist Retirement System, Inc. as their senior vice president and chief financial officer.
é The Paint Center was recently selected as a finalist for the Paint Dealer of the year award presented by Paint Dealer Magazine.
é JC Penney employees have been honored with the following awards: Sandy Runnels - Champion Award; Melanie Hernandez – 2008 

Associate of the Year; Betsy Jackson – 2008 Salon Stylist of the Year; and Loren Tatom – 2008 Eulene Coan Award.
é Cody Stites is the new general manager at Hilton Garden Inn of Abilene.
é Tittle Luther Partnership has been honored by the Abilene Preservation League with a Lifetime Achievement Award.
é Western Marketing has received Top Tier Marketer status from ConocoPhillips Company in recognition of its quality, safety and 

environmental operation standards.
é Kent Wooliscroft has been qualified as a “championship” agent by Farmers Insurance in recognition of his overall performance.
é Darla Yarbrough is the new general manager at Residence Inn by Marriott – Abilene.

Name Change . . .
Cisco Junior College is now Cisco College.  The Abilene campus is Cisco College, Abilene Educational Center.
Wachovia Securities, LLC is now Wells Fargo Advisors located at 401 Cypress St., Ste. 100.

Retirement . . . 
Melvin Martin (Abilene Police Department – Chief of Police) retired May 31st after 40+ years!  We wish you well in your retirement and 
hope you enjoy yourself!

Tony McMillan (Taylor County Expo Center – General Manager) has resigned his position with the Expo Center after 19+ years due to 
health reasons.  Tony, we wish you the best and take care of yourself!

Sympathy . . . to Connie and Dr. Terry Bawcom and family on the death of Connie’s father Clarence Herbert Muecke; to Jeremy Shea 
Leech and family on the death of his grandmother, Helen Joyce South Leech; and to Shari Fitzhugh and family on the death of her 
husband, Randy Fitzhugh.


