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Membership has its value
. . . Marketing to other businesses is certainly different than marketing to the general public (retail).  For some time now, 
John and I have placed inserts in Chamber Newsletters as a way to promote our business to other businesses.  I just thought 
you would like to know that I have had contacts and system sales as a direct result of a business owner seeing our insert 
in the Chamber Newsletter.  It’s very economical and obviously brings great results.  Thanks for making this advertising 
opportunity available to your Chamber Members.”  John & Romona Brogan, TeleCom Unlimited, 325.690.9500, www.
telecomunlimited.com 

Just a few comments from Business EXPO 2009:
 
“The best advertising a company can get.”
“Very good traffic.  Great networking opportunity.”
“We are so grateful for this awareness opportunity!  Congrats on 25 years!  Great show!”
“Thought it was one of the best.”
“As good as in previous years – very helpful.”
“Long day – but effective.”
“Great experience & great for networking your business and interacting with the community.”
“Great way to discover what’s available in the area . . . already contacted two exhibitors for services.”

If you know someone that is interested in joining the Chamber and receiving the following 
“new member specials” contact Vicky Smedley, vsmedley@abilenechamber.com or call 677-7241.

MEMBERSHIP Growth

Offers discounted advertising to all NEW Chamber Members. 

Provides an exclusive print offer to ALL NEW MEMBERS of the Abilene Chamber of Commerce at NO CHARGE

KJTZ 106.9 will provide advertising and work with you to 
develop a message to introduce you to the Abilene 

community and to describe the services you provide with their 
welcome radio advertising offer.

Web Marketing Seminar–
Tailored to your business needs

How social media on the internet can help market your business in these fast changing times.
April 23rd & 30th 

Sponsored by the Abilene Chamber of Commerce
and

Texas Tech Small Business Development Center (SBDC)

(Pic)

If you were unable to attend and would like to inquire about future dates, please contact 
lbuitron@abilenechamber.com or vbsmedley@abilenechamber.com or call 677-7241.

Tammy Watts, Paige Watts 
(both with Knight Carpet) and 
Neil Hall (Bowtech for Health).
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Membership Services
Use the Chamber website: www.abilenechamber.com to connect with other businesses in our community.  Go to “Membership 
Directory” then do a search by category or keyword to locate businesses that have the products or services you need.

Chamber Referrals . . . 325 office referrals and 12,834 website “hits” of Chamber members during March.

Membership Renewals . . . Thank you to all members who renewed their membership during the month of April.  We appreciate 
your ongoing involvement and support!

Member Overview/Orientation . . . for all members . . .  A quick one-hour overview of the Chamber, its programs and 
affiliates for both new members and existing members.  Next session: May 19, 2009 – 8:00 a.m. at the Chamber Board Room – 
174 Cypress Street, Suite 200.

Congratulations to our latest winners! . . .

Karla Hodge (RE/MAX of Abilene) was the winner of $50 cash at the April Business After Hours hosted by A-Town/Hi-Tech.  
Kim Crenshaw (Abilene Area-Wide Phone Book), Mark Dickerson (Abilene Area-Wide Phone Book) and Ken Magee (Express 
Employment Professionals) were the lucky door prize winners.  Thanks to A-Town/Hi-Tech for hosting a great Business After Hours!

At the “Café con Doug Hodel”, the winners of a car wash each courtesy of XStream AutoClean were: Sherry Brown (Sweet 
Celebrations) and James Lemon (J & R Electric).

Redcoats About Town

Kick-off 2009 Season
Abilene Ruff Riders

-Indoor, professional football team
Taylor County Expo Center

677-7277
Brandon Smith, President/CEO

Grand Opening
Ambit Energy Training Center & Abilene Office

-Retail electric provider
1290 So. Willis, Ste 112

232-8222

10th Anniversary
freedom2Go

-Full service home medical equipment company
3250 So. Treadaway Blvd.

677-2405

2 Year Anniversary
Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel

-Full service facility with lounge and restaurant
5203 South 1st St.

795-8888
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   MEMBER TO MEMBER NEWS
Please note - current membership information can be found on our website:  www.abilenechamber.com click “Membership Directory”.

Congratulations and Welcome . . .
é Emily A. Peters is the new education reporter for the Abilene Reporter-News.
é Sydney Brueggeman has joined the audit staff of Condley and Company, LLP.
é Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, headquartered in Abilene, has opened an office in San Antonio.  They now have locations in Abilene, 

Lubbock, Granbury, Plano and San Antonio.
é First Financial Trust & Asset Management, a subsidiary of First Financial Bankshares, has promoted Trent Martin and 

Sharon Gotcher to trust officers.
é First Technology Services, a subsidiary of First Financial Bankshares, has announced the following promotions:  Clay 

Trumble to senior vice president and credit administration manager; Jeff Casey to vice president and alternative delivery 
channels manager; Mark Murray to vice president and application analyst manager; David Weems to vice president and 
controller; Barbara Hobbs operations officer and help desk manager; Sandy Martinez operations officer and exceptions items 
processing research manager; Elbert Monroe operations officer and server support manager; Catherine Starks operations 
officer and project office manager; Jimmie Stevens operations officer and network support manager; Mary Ann Vega 
operations officer and central information file manager and Brad Walker operations officer and systems support manager.

é Hendrick Health Club has earned the LESMILLS™ platinum club distinction, which requires the club to license and offer all 
eight LESMILLS™ group exercise classes.  

é Tom Perini, Perini Ranch Steakhouse, was elected honorary board member at the 132nd annual Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association Convention.

é Kristi Cohen and Debra Pryde have received Suddenlink Communications President’s Club Award, which recognizes top sales 
performers. They are among 74 of the company’s 4,900 employees to be chosen for the President’s Club for 2008 performance.

é Kim Dodd is the new community director for The Hotel Wooten.
é Wylie High School has been named one of four Texas public high schools to receive the US Department of Education’s 

esteemed No Child Left Behind “Blue Ribbon School” Award.

Anniversaries  . . . Congratulations and Happy Anniversary!
Taylor Electric Cooperative - 70th

Retirement . . . Lanny Perry (Cargill Animal Nutrition) will retire May 31st after 44 years!  We wish you well in your retirement 
and hope you enjoy yourself!
Sympathy . . . to Mark and Becky Stallings and family on the death of Mark’s father, Gail Date Stallings and to Gregory 
Chittum and family on the death of Gregory’s mother, Dorothy Louise Jones “DJ” Chittum.


