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A bilene       E conomic        I ndicators       
			   % Change     		        %Change 

	 January ‘09	 December ‘08	 December ‘08	 January ‘08	 January ‘08   
			   January ‘09		  January ‘09
	 Total Labor Force (Abilene MSA)	 82,400	 80,900	 .12	 80,700	 2.1
	 Unemployment Rate	 5.1	 4.3	 21.4	 3.9	 31.0
	 Total Employment	 78,200	 77,400	 -.89	 77,600	 .80
	 Electric (Meters)	 52,125	 52,102	 .04	 51,727	 .77
	 Gas (Meters)	 31,237 	 31,220	 .05 	 31,242	 -.02 
	 Water (Accounts)	 38,761	 38,728	 .10	 38,525	 .61
	 Total Const. Value ($000)	 7,319	 7,255	 .88	 7,834	 -6.6
	 Comm. Constr. Value ($000)	 4,063	 5,913	 -31.3	 4,888	 -16.9
	 Commercial Permits	 36	 39	 -7.7	 80	 -55.0
	 Res. Constr. Value ($000)	 3,256	 1,342	 142.6	 2,946	 10.5
	 Residential Permits	 56	 31	 80.6	 46	 24.4
	 Sales Tax Receipts** ($000)	 2,627	 2,811	 -6.5	 2,490	 5.5
	 Airline Boardings	 6,061	 7,442	 -18.6	 6,949	 -12.7
	 City Mail Delivery ***	 44,331	 44,165	 .38	 43,840	 1.12

*	 Data unavailable at time of publication.
**	 Some variances in the city sales tax receipts are due to quarterly payments by collecting businesses.  Month to month comparisons will not 
	 show accurate change. 
***	 City delivery only, does not include rural routes.

“Expand Your Business Through Government Contracting” Seminar
March 5, 2009

Sponsored by the Abilene Chamber of Commerce and
Texas Tech Small Business Development Center (SBDC)

If you were unable to attend, and would like information and assistance, please 
contact SBDC at 670-0300 or visit their website at www.ttusbdc.org/abilene
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A-Town/Hi-Tech LP
Abilene Ag Service & Supply, Inc.
Abilene Environmental Recycling 

Center
Abilene Lumber
Absolutely World Class
Ab-Tex Beverages
Aflac - Kyle McAlister
Airtite Products
Alliance for Women and Children
American Classifieds
Ambit Energy
ASCO
Baack Florist/Greenhouse
Batjer Service
Batts Communications LP
Best Buy
Big Country Healthcare Services
Big Country Supply
Bowtech for Health
Briercroft Fire & Water Restoration
Chick-fil-A FSU
Connecting Caring Communities
Cookies by Design
The Countertop Doctor
Creative Graphic Solutions
Dr. J Express Care
Diamondback Golf Club
Disability Resources Incorporated
Double Diamond Signs
Russell Dressen, Optometrist
FASTSIGNS
50’s Classic Car Wash
GAP Broadcasting
Gary’s Automotive & Truck Service
Gary’s Floral Gallery
Girl Scouts of Texas Oklahoma Plains

Girling Health Care
Go Mini’s/Storage Cents
The Grace Museum
H-E-B 
H & H Beverages
Hamil Family Funeral Home
The Healing Touch
Hendrick Health Club
Hilliard Office Solutions
Hilton Garden Inn
Holland Hearing Center
IN-Focus Digital
Interstate All Battery Center
iThink Marketing
KACU-FM
KRBC-TV
KTAB-TV
KWKC
KKHR
KZQQ
KXVA Fox Abilene
Kinder Hearts Home Health, PLLC
Leddy Brace/RAB’s Shoes
Lords Limousine Ministry
Luskey’s/Ryon’s
Grady McWhiney Research 

Foundation
MCM Eleganté Suites
Mary Kay Cosmetics - 
	 Kay S. Frederick
Mobile Veterinary Clinic
NCCIL
Neugebauer Congressional Committee
Nichols Battery Co., LP 
Dr. Angela Nicolini
The Oaks at Radford Hills
Office Courier Services

One Smart Cookie
Outreach Health Services
Philpott Florists/Greenhouses
Piersall-Benton Funeral Home
Pinkies, Inc.
The Plant Lady
Rosa’s Café
Schlotzsky’s
Sears Methodist Retirement Center
Senter, REALTORS
Servpro of Abilene
Sign Pro
Skinny’s LLC/7-Eleven
Sleeping Giant
Star Dodge-Hyundai
Stressors Massage Therapy
Subway (Big Country Subs. Co.)
Sweet Celebrations
Telecom Unlimited
Texas College of Cosmetology
Texas Star Trading Co.
Texas Trails Council, Boy Scouts of 

America
Tyler Cleaners
WC Vending/Catering
Wal-Mart Supercenter
Weddings Unique
Teena Welch Massage Therapy
West Central Texas Collections Bureau
Wicker Wireless/AT&T Mobility - 

Dish Network
Wicker Wireless/Pack and Mail/Big 

Country Laminating
YMCA of Abilene
Your Way Computer Tech Team
The Zone Grill & Bar

Business EXPO 2009 - A Silver Anniversary Celebration!
Connecting the Past to the Future

THANKS TO OUR SILENT AUCTION CONTRIBUTORS!

Thanks for Drinking Responsibly
Key Property Management 

325-690-0123 • www.werentabilene.com

( )S he’ll take care
of the other 9 !

Top 10 Things To Do When
Leasing Your Home:

#1. Call Angie Marsalis

©2005 COLOR for REALESTATE. All rights reserved. 800 -221-1220 | www.cfre.com
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Top 10 Things To Do When
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Farewell to Cheri Drysdale!
Cheri Drysdale will be leaving the Chamber in April to join her husband, Tate, 

in Wyoming where he is managing a wind farm for Florida Power & Light.
Thanks to Cheri for her two years plus of service at the Abilene Chamber of Commerce.  We wish her well!

Military Affairs Committee
44th Annual World’s Largest BBQ
It’s time again for the annual World’s Largest Barbecue on Saturday, April 18th, at the Abilene Civic Center.  Watch for your 
assignment letter which you should receive in the next couple of days.  Please remember to show up 30 minutes prior to your shift 
time so we can get everyone situated and be ready to serve our very special guests.

Thanks to all of you that have volunteered to work during the barbecue ... we could not do this without you!  

7th Bomb Wing Brings Home the Gold
Congratulations to the 7 BW which took top honors winning the 2009 Proud Shield II/
Giant Sword II Best Wing Award at Barksdale AFB, LA on March 4th.  They earned the 
award after demonstrating outstanding proficiency in bombing and navigation, munitions 
loading and security forces operations.  They competed against aircrews and maintainers 
from Ellsworth AFB, SD; Barksdale AFB, LA; Minot AFB, ND; and Whiteman AFB, 
MO.  Team Dyess took top honors in the following categories:  Best Load Crew Team – 
Conventional; Best Crew Chief Team – Conventional; Best Bomb – B-1; Giant Sword II 
– Best Wing; Proud Shield II/Giant Sword II Best Wing.  Way to go!

Thanks to our generous Sponsors!
Thanks so much to all the businesses which so graciously provide gifts to support the 
Team Dyess Awards program each quarter.  You are really making a difference and the troops appreciate you so much!  Thanks to 
Abilene Regional Medical Center, Abilene Reporter-News,  AEP Texas, Army & Air Force Exchange Service, Avis Lube, Bank 
of America, Century 21-Hogan-Warner Realtors, Communities of Abilene Federal Credit Union, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University, First Command, The Grace Museum, GEICO – Reggie Winkle, H & H Beverages, Lawrence Hall of Abilene, 7-11/
Fina, Sign Pro of Abilene, Star Dodge-Hyundai.

MAC Credentials
Please be sure to check the expiration date on your credentials before you plan a visit to Dyess AFB.  If your credentials are 
expired or going to expire soon, contact Cheri Drysdale at the Chamber so she can process a new approval for you.  Credentials are 
a privilege and a responsibility so please plan ahead.

Military Affairs Members Stand-Up!
Each of you should be looking for another Chamber member rep that is interested in joining the Military Affairs Committee.  
Many people say they haven’t joined because they were never asked.  Don’t miss your opportunity to invite them to join you in 
supporting our local military heroes.  Applications are available at the Chamber. If you are interested in joining or would like 
more information, please call Cheri Drysdale at 677-7241 or email cdrysdale@abilenechamber.com.

Mark your calendar:
MAC Quarterly Luncheon

Thursday, June 11th ~ Dyess Heritage Club

7th Bomb Wing members 
dominate bomb competition.

Agriculture Committee
Farm and Ranch Club

On Friday, March 13th, the AG Committee met bright and early for a very interesting 
and informative program at the Towne Crier Restaurant.  Michael Bodenchuk, State 
Director, Texas Wildlife Services shared his insights into the Predator Control Board and 
the trapper program.  The program spurred lively discussion and plenty of questions.

Next month we will meet again at the Towne Crier Restaurant, 818 East Business 20 on 
Friday, April 3rd, 6:45 a.m.  Set your alarm and join us as we hear from Donna Hughes 
with Peacock Trading as she shares her expertise on managed futures.  

If you have ideas for future programs or would like to volunteer to help on the 
committee, contact Cheri Drysdale, cdrysdale@abilenechamber.com, 677-7241.

Michael Bodenchuk shares his insight into 
the Predator Control Board.
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Use the Chamber website: www.abilenechamber.com to connect with other businesses in our community.  Go to “Membership 
Directory” then do a search by category or keyword to locate businesses that have the products or services you need.

Chamber Referrals . . . 300 office referrals and 14,820 web site “hits” of Chamber members during February.

Membership Renewals . . . Thank you to all members who renewed their membership during the month of March.  We 
appreciate your ongoing involvement and support!

Member Overview/Orientation . . . for all members . . .  A quick one-hour overview of the Chamber, its pro-
grams and affiliates for both new members and existing members.  Next session: April 21, 2009 – 8:00 a.m. at the Chamber Board 
Room – 174 Cypress Street, Suite 200.

Congratulations to our latest winners! . . .

Carolyn Cockerell (West Central Texas Collection Bureau & Premium Recovery) was the winner of $50 cash at the February/March 
combined Wake Up Wednesday! hosted by Apollo Fitness Equipment.  Laurie McAdams (Junior Achievement of Abilene), Fran 
Glenn (A-Town/Hi-Tech) and Earl Foster (Stovall Realtors) were the lucky door prize winners.  Thanks to Apollo Fitness Equip-
ment for hosting our Wake Up Wednesday!

Winners at HBC Luncheon during Business EXPO 2009:
Daryl Phariss (Kinder Hearts Home Health) and Sherry Brown (Sweet Celebrations) each won an entrée from Abuelo’s Mexican 
Food Embassy.  Billy Enriquez won a $25 gift certificate towards the rental of an air castle, courtesy of Air Castles by Andrea.  
Thanks to Suddenlink for sponsoring the luncheon and to Abuelo’s for the wonderful catering service.

Membership Services

Redcoats About Town

AbIlene Cultural Affairs Council

Dr. Dolittle
April 19, 2009, 2:00 p.m.

Children’s Performing Arts Series 
Bring the whole family to enjoy this Sunday afternoon show in the historic Paramount Theatre!

Call 677-1161 or come by the Depot 
at 1101 North 1st Street.

General Admission: $7.00 in advance/$8.00 at the door
Military and group discounts available.

Reserve your season tickets online at abileneacac.org

30 Year Anniversary
Mall of Abilene

4310 Buffalo Gap Rd
698-4351

Sandra Minnick, 
Marketing Manager

Grand Opening 
Anytime Fitness
4762 South 14th

437-2244
Ryan and Nikki Duncan, 

Owners

Kick-off
Texas Farm-Ranch-

Wildlife Expo
Sponsored by Dodge

Taylor County Expo Center

Grand Opening 
Beall’s Department Store

3725 Catclaw
695-4345

April Ewing, 
General Manager
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   MEMBER TO MEMBER NEWS
Please note - current membership information can be found on our 
web site:  www.abilenechamber.com click “Membership Directory”.

Congratulations and Welcome . . .
é Callie Clark is the new branch manager of Angels Care Home Health.
é Bealls Department Store, now located at 3725 Catclaw Dr., has received best customer service award in its district and first 

place in its district for sales.  They have honored Tracy Ellison, associate of the year; Lynda McClure, associate of the 
company’s Top Ten New Accounts Producers and Lucio Cobarruvias, as associate of the quarter.

é Christine Brockman with Connecting Caring Communities will be competing in the Toastmasters International Speech 
Division Contest.

é Sherwin Grottis with Davis, Kinard & Co. has been awarded the internationally recognized designation of Certified Internal 
Auditor by the Institute of Internal Auditors.

é First Financial Bank has announced the following promotions:  James Robinson to executive vice president, Monica 
Houston to senior vice president, Erin Moosbrugger and Melissa Sharpe to vice president, Racheal Carter and Vanessa 
Faz to assistant vice president and Lindsey McBride, Jackie Luera and Shay Minor to assistant cashiers.

é First National Bank Baird has added Mike Rhea, senior vice president of commercial lending and Greg Byers, vice 
president of commercial lending to their staff.

é Sandra Minnick has been promoted to senior marketing/specialty leasing manager with Jones Lang LaSalle, the management 
company for the Mall of Abilene.

é Texas Forts Trail Region has been ranked in Texas Top 40 tourism destinations.  For more information contact Margaret 
Hoogstra at tft@texasfortstrail.com

Anniversaries  . . . Congratulations and Happy Anniversary!
Batts Communications, Inc. – 20th

freedom2Go, LLC – 10th 

Retirement . . . Brady Cox, DDS has retired after 54 years of practice.  We wish you well in your retirement and hope that you 
enjoy it!

Sympathy . . . to Brice Fowler and family on the death of Brice’s wife Donna Fowler.


